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Music stars share memories of Toby Keith who died at 62

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Country
music singer Toby Keith has died
at age 62. “Toby Keith passed
peacefully on February 5th, sur-
rounded by his family. He fought
his fight with grace and cou-
rage,” according to a statement
on his website. The “Shock’n
Y’all” and “Red Solo Cup”
singer had been diagnosed with
stomach cancer and started treat-
ments in fall 2021. He had sur-
gery and received chemotherapy
and radiation in the course of his
cancer battle.

“Toby Keith has gone home. This
is very sad news. We loved and
respected him on every level and
whispered many a prayer for him
as he fought this illness. God
must have needed a big-hearted
Oklahoma singing boy for the
great choir. Well, he got one. RIP
Toby Keith.” - The Oak Ridge
Boys

“I admire the way Toby battled
this awful illness. He released
new music, and he was on stage
at the end. There is nothing com-
ing along to replace people like
him." - Don McLean

“Toby Keith did things his way -
amazing artist, songwriter, pa-
triot, and man of faith. I admired
him and how he rolled. He and I
shared a deep love for our mili-
tary, and I’'m proud that he took
his music to dangerous places in
order to give the American spirit

Toby Keith, a legend and a patriot. (Photo/courtesy: JPW)

to those protecting freedom. I
was pleased he called me the OG
and was honored to work with
him a few times through the
years. Please join our family in
praying for the Keith family. [ am
confident that Toby was met at
the pearly gates by patriots who
have gone before and is resting in
the arms of Jesus.” - Lee Green-
wood

“It’s heartbreaking to lose Toby

Sphere and NFL partner
on Super Bowl content for

the Exosphere exclusively
created by Sphere Studios

Exosphere Content to be Broad-
cast During the Game on CBS
and Run Throughout Super Bowl
Week

LAS VEGAS— Feb. 4,2024 —
Sphere  Entertainment  Co.
(NYSE: SPHR) and the NFL an-
nounced a collaboration that will
see custom Super Bowl LVIII
content, created exclusively by
Sphere Studios, displayed on
Sphere's fully programmable
LED exterior — the Exosphere —
throughout Super Bowl Week. As
part of this, Sphere will also be
featured in CBS Sports' coverage
of Super Bowl LVIII on CBS and
Paramount+.

“We welcome Super Bowl LVIII
to Las Vegas, which continues to
reinforce its place as a destina-
tion for the biggest events in
sports and entertainment," said
Joel Fisher, executive vice pres-
ident, Marquee Events and Oper-
ations for MSG Entertainment,
who oversees marquee events for
Sphere. “As a new Las Vegas
landmark, Sphere is recognized
worldwide for its dynamic visu-
als, and we're proud to collabo-
rate with the NFL on content that
will captivate audiences both in
Las Vegas and watching on
CBS."

“The Super Bowl and Sphere are
two globally recognized brands,
and together will showcase the
power of this unparalleled digital
canvas to bring fans together
around Super Bowl LVIIL," said
Guy Barnett, senior vice pres-
ident brand strategy & creative
development, Sphere Entertain-
ment. “The custom Super Bowl-
themed content our Sphere
Studios team created for the Exo-
sphere will surprise and delight
fans, adding a one-of-a-kind ele-
ment to the first ever Las Vegas
Super Bowl, and to the game
broadcast."

“In the short amount of time
since its opening, Sphere has es-
tablished itself as one of the most
recognizable landmarks in Las
Vegas and we're thrilled about
this collaboration in the lead up
to Super Bowl LVIIL," said Peter
O'Reilly, executive vice pres-
ident, club business, league
events & international at the
NFL. “There won't be a better
place for the League and our
family of official NFL partners to
display their creative and mes-

sage the thousands of fans de-
scending upon Las Vegas for the
biggest annual sports event in the
world."

Super Bowl Week in Las Vegas
officially kicks off tomorrow, as
does a slate of custom Exosphere
content that will run throughout
the week. Working in collabo-
ration with the NFL, Sphere will
display content including: a
countdown clock leading up to
kick-off on Sunday; a welcome
visual that will serve as a beacon
for the hundreds of thousands of
people expected to descend on
Las Vegas; and key graphics
highlighting the matchup be-
tween the Kansas City Chiefs
and the San Francisco 49ers. In
celebration of Super Bowl his-
tory, Sphere will showcase all 57
Super Bowl rings, giving fans on
the ground in Las Vegas an op-
portunity to pose in front of their
team's ring. Throughout the
game, content on the Exosphere
will run live, in real time in re-
sponse to action on the field.

During the game, the CBS
Sports' broadcast of Super Bowl
LVII will showcase Sphere.
Both the Exosphere and the inte-
rior of Sphere will be featured as
part of two curated moments in
custom, one-of-a-kind videos
filmed at the venue that show-
case the immersive capabilities
of Sphere's 16K x 16K resolution
interior display plane.

In celebration of Super Bowl
LVIII, Sphere Studios created
custom content that will run
throughout the week. This in-
cludes, as part of its ongoing
XO/Art program, commissions
from legendary street artists to
create custom art for the Exo-
sphere that will run at various
times this week.

In addition to custom NFL and
Super Bowl content, some of the
world's largest brands will have
advertisements displayed on the
Exosphere throughout Super
Bowl Week.

The largest LED screen on
Earth, the Exosphere consists of
approximately 1.2 million LED
pucks, spaced eight inches apart.
Each puck contains 48 individual
LED diodes, with each diode ca-
pable of displaying 256 million
different colors — creating a vivid
landmark on the Las Vegas sky-
line.

Keith. I’ve always been a big fan
of Toby and his music, and I'll al-
ways treasure singing with him.
Toby was a great American.” -
Crystal Gayle

"Toby was the embodiment of
GOD, Family, & Country... and
had a way of making you stand
up a little taller when singing
about (or honoring) our service
men and women. We are better
country music artists because of
the life and legacy of Toby Keith.
Rest well, brother, may your
music and legacy live on
forever!" — Chapel Hart

“It’s always sad when hearing
that one of our great talents has
left for home. He was truly one
of the most talented singer-
songwriters ever to grace a stage.
Hearing his voice and music
through the years always brought
a smile to my face. Kelly and |
have often prayed for him since
hearing of his diagnosis. My
thoughts and prayers go out to
his family and legions of fans all
over the world. R.I.P. Toby.” -
T.G. Sheppard

“What a loss to our music. A
great talent with a big heart. Ev-
erybody loved Toby. RIP.” - Moe
Bandy

“Toby has been a great talent and
image in the music business and
will be respected and remem-
bered forever.” - Janie Fricke

“Toby was a true American suc-
cess story and never forgot what
America stands for. He was an
icon. God bless his family at this
sorrowful time. R.I.P.” - T. Gra-
ham Brown

“I have always enjoyed Toby
Keith’s music throughout the
years. He’s always been a patriot
with his continued support for
our military. This one hits hard
for sure!” - Johnny Lee

“I knew Toby from back in our
Oklahoma nightclub days. He
was the leader of the “Easy
Money* band, and I remember
looking up to him as a band
leader even back then. I think the
thing I admired most about him
is that he did things his own way

and made no apologies for it! I'm
told that he came out to the last
show we performed in Grove,
Oklahoma, but had to leave be-
fore we came off stage. I didn’t
get a chance to say goodbye or
tell him how much I’ve looked
up to him over the years. I hope
he knew. Rest in peace, my Okla-
homa brother!” - Heath Wright
/ RICOCHET

"I didn't know Toby, but he had
so many people who loved him,
and I'm very sorry to hear of his
passing." - Lacy J. Dalton

“Toby Keith was relatable to fans
from all genres. This is a loss we
will all feel for a long time. He
fought a true fight and has been
an inspiration to us all.” - Arti-
mus Pyle

“Toby Keith was as tough as the
oilfields of Oklahoma with the
soul of a poet. He fought his bat-
tle with cancer with the same
toughness, grace, and resolve the
same way he approached his
craft of songwriting. My deepest
condolences to his family and
loved ones.” - Dallas Wayne

“The story that will forever de-
fine Toby Keith for me is very
personal. My son Torre was serv-
ing his first tour in Iraq — sta-
tioned in a remote area on the
outskirts of Samarra in a very
volatile area. Toby came to Iraq
to entertain our troops. However,
after several shows, Toby said he
wanted to entertain those men
who were isolated. Toby was told
of a small group of men in "No
Man's Land" but was strongly

advised not to go there. It was
too dangerous. Toby insisted. He
didn't want to endanger the lives
of other musicians and enter-
tainers, so he went alone. But for
a few hours, Toby and his guitar
brought a piece of America to a
handful of Americans who
needed a reminder that they were
not forgotten. I will always love
Toby Keith for the morale boost
he gave my son when he needed
it most. I will always remember
him as a man of character.” -
Tim Atwood

“It’s a sad day for country music.
Toby Keith has always been a fa-
vorite of mine, from being as
young as nine, hearing “Red Solo
Cup” every Christmas, to grow-
ing up and becoming an even
bigger fan of his listening to his
cowboy songs. I also truly ad-
mired his adoration and appreci-
ation for the military. You will be
missed, sir. Raise a glass for us
all up there.” - Makenzie Phipps

“As a 90s kid, Toby Keith was a
lot of the soundtrack of my child-
hood. I sang along to many of his
songs from the back seat of my
mom’s car & fell in love with his
spirit for the words he was sing-
ing & the people he was singing
for. My thoughts & prayers go
out to his family & friends as
they navigate these next few
weeks & months without him.
He fought a good fight & will be
missed!” - Paige King Johnson

“Toby Keith epitomized what
real country music is all about.
His heart for this country was
true Red, White, and Blue." -
Joey Canyon / Canyon Star TV

| Email entertainment news and photos to MSTentertainment@prodigy.net
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